them drew together and got up a faction, declaring that
the work was a laborious and perilous undertaking, and
that they would not proceed with the vaulting of the
Cupola, but on condition of receiving large payments,
although their wages had already been increased and
were much higher than was usual. By these means they
hoped to injure Filippo and increase their own gains. This
circumstance displeased the wardens greatly, as it did
Filippo also; but the latter, having reflected on the
matter, took his resolution, and one Saturday evening he
dismissed them all. The men seeing themselves thus sent
about their business and not knowing how the affair would
turn, were very sullen; but on the following Monday
Filippo set ten Lombards to work at the building, and by
remaining constantly with them, and saying " do this
here " and " do that there," he taught them so much in
one day that they were able to continue the works during
many weeks. The masons seeing themselves thus dis-
graced as well as deprived of their employment, and
knowing that they would find no work equally profitable,
sent messengers to Filippo saying that they would wil-
lingly return, and recommending themselves to his con-
sideration. Filippo kept them for several days in suspense,
and seemed not inclined to admit them again. They were
eventually reinstated, but with lower wages than they
had received at first: thus where they had thought to
make gain they suffered loss, and by seeking to revenge
themselves on Filippo, they brought injury and shame on
their own heads.
The tongues of the envious were now silenced, and
when the building was seen to proceed so happily, the
genius of Filippo received its due consideration; and, by
all who judged dispassionately, he was already held to
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